[Schizophrenic diseases, psychosis and homicide: the importance of community psychiatry for the prevention of offences].
Even though homicides of psychotic patients are relatively rare, they have a great impact on the public opinion about the mentally ill. Current literature indicates that psychotic patients are at an increased risk to commit violent offences. The risk of this group to commit a homicide is even more increased. The question of our study was to find out whether past homicides of schizophrenic patients could have been avoided if treatment had been administered properly. Review of 39 homicide cases, committed by patients who had been psychotic during the offence. 10.2 % of the homicides could have been prevented in the absence of mistakes of therapists or legal authorities. Another 15.4 % of the homicides could have probably been avoided in case of communication between the treating therapists and family of the patient previously to the offence. The whole family of the patient should be involved in the therapy. Possibilities are home visits on the basis of community care. Furthermore, threats of psychotic patients should be taken seriously.